U.S. Department of Justice 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 20535 


August 9, 2007 


DR. WILLIAM J MAXWELL 

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT URBANA-CHAMPAIGN 
DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH 
608 SOUTH WRIGHT STREET 



The records that you have requested were previously 
Freedom of Information Act for another requester. 


Request No.: 1074489-000 
Subject: WHITE, WALTER 


processed under the provisions of the 


Enclosed are 83 pages of documents pertaining to your request and a copy of the explanation of 
exemptions. 

You may submit an appeal from any denial contained herein by writing to the Office of Information 
and Privacy, U.S. Department of Justice, 1425 New York Ave., NW, Suite 11050, Washington, D.C. 20530- 
0001, within sixty days from the date of this letter. The envelope and the letter should be clearly marked 
“Freedom of Information Appeal” or "Information Appeal.” Please cite the FOIPA number assigned to your 
request so that it may be easily identified. 
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Sincerely yours, 
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David M. Hardy 
Section Chief, 
Record/Information 
Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 
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EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 


SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 

(b)(1) (A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign 

policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 

(b)(2) related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 

(b)(3) specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute(A) requires that the 
matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for 
w ithholding or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 

(b)(4) trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential, 

(b)(5) inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation 

with the agency; 

(b)(6) personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 

(b)(7) records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement 

records or information ( A ) could be reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person 
of a right to a fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could be reasonably expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal 
privacy, ( E> ) could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or 
authority or any private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled 
by a criminal law enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security 
intelligence investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law 
enforcement investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions it such 
disclosure could reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or 
physical safety of any individual; 

(b)(8) contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for 
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 

(b)(9) geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 

SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 

(d)(5) information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 

(j) (2) material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce 

crime or apprehend criminals; 

(k) ( 1 ) information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign 

policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 

(k)(2) investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or 

privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity 
would be held in confidence; 

(k)(3) material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant 
to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 

(k)(4) required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 

(k)(5) investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished 
information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 

( k )( 6 ) testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service the 

release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 

(k)(7) material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person 
who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 
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b^cd, Ur* » alter Shite, \ 
Lzccutive , ccrftjr t - o v tonal .ctociation 

''or the Advancement of Color cd People, called 
at » ’j office and advtced vie that fu naming 
a trip through various battlcS'ronte in connection 
iith hit, official emotivities* Included in l'r 9 


n > eptenber 


\ 


htte'i* itinerary Dill be 


do, don and ^ 
and sup seated 
bhite has / 


stop in 

I have jurntshed him uith ; our nane 
that he get in touch istth you* Pr* ^ 
been friendly and cooperative uith the Pureau ana 
I vent to be sure V\tt you arc verj courteous ckg !/ 
pleasant to fitau 
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{sincerely «ourc. 


Tolson 


•. E. A. Tamm 

Clegg 

Coffey 

•. Glavin 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


DATE Sent ember P,1 , 


HElCGIUNDlTr FOR Hi. VICHOLS 



Mr. t; lcigg 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Glavin 

Mr. Ladd 

Mr. Nichols 

Mr . Rosen 

Mr. Tracy 

Mr. Carson 

Mr. Hendon 

Mr. Mum ford 

Mr. Harbo 

Mr. Starke 

Mr. Quinn Tamm, 

Tol e . Room 

Mr. Neaae 

Jylis$< Beahra 

s’S - G a r afcy | 


Reference is made to the attached letter dated Mr. Neaae 

September 15, 1943, from Arthur b. Spingarn 3 President of Alia* Beahm 

the\.ational Association for the Advancement of Colored >SQ^VGap«ly 

People, in which he roquesttyfi testimonial letter from t ft fy 
Director, directed to '"alter Jhite, Secretary of that Sf V f a /~ ~ 

Association, on the occasion of White’s completion of P5 )[ /, /, 

of service therewith. ^ R < 

_ 7 . . ’*• 

A revievj of the Bureau files was made m connect i oti^vzl 

y 2 r - -Htit c. an d it is inta r*s t in n t o _pp_t e that we do no t u av^ a no, i n 

file an htw. ~~Ther c are manu many " -«* an references . a]] of which rtain 

'fn — l> a -t i ws L ' } irr t " to "TTfs cti vitirs concerning th ** A", sedation. 

On several occasions he has be^n in to see the Director con- 
cerning th * cases that vie had un*er investigation involving civil rights. 

The files reflect that he is a militant type of individual 
and is acii vc in every conceivable program in whic' 1 . ^he l et torment of 
the Negro race might be involved. In such participation, of course, 
he is alleged to have made numerous statements whi ch ar e of critical 
n a tur i ' o p -varidrtHrs — i ndi virtual s i oi example cf~ tli i s would * b c a h c 

Detroit r iot case a in whi ch he is all ege d to have 'ol.G.£.co . y n_c blame 

therefore on the lac k of intelligent administration o r law enforcement 

in the city, as well as ' bhc allegation that I’lftTi 'Column i srrr ’ 'as behind 

il,.c ant i r c^ af ^ a ir. j\ 

■ httt hhs^apparcntly incurred bhc suspicion of winy . c o He 
su~f\po ( )r ihl" h ein * communistic, although this is nob definitely ' < 4 . 

“ ft\s believed that a very guarded and cautious s hi br.n*nt could h - 
made, and would certainly do the Bureau, no harm , but waul 1 on Wi' 
oitier hand aid us in our relations with the p0ro ^racc. 
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p NATIONAL OFFICERS 

• " PRESIDENT 

Arthur B. Spin6#.rn 

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 

Dr. Louis T. Wright 

ACTING CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 

Hon. Charles E. Toney 

VICE-PRESIDENTS 

Many McLeod Bethune 
Nannie H. Burroughs 
Godfrey Lowell Cabot 
Hon. Arthur Capper 
On. Waltea Gray Crump 
Biinof John A. Gregg 
Rev. John Haynes Holmes 
Nov. Iaa W. Jayne 
Rev. A. Clayton Powell 
Gm. Theodore Roosevelt 
Oiwalo Garrison Villard 
William Allen White 

TREASURER 

Mart White Ovington 


fcphONAL ASSOCIATION #M f THE 
fiVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 

69 Fifth avenue, New York, 3, N. Y. 

TELEPHONE: ALGONQUIN 4-3550 [ 

Official Organ: The Crisis 1 ^ ^ 
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Allanto 
Baltimore 
Birmingham, Ala. 
Boston 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Eugene M. Marlin 
Carl Murphy 

, Ala. Dr. E W. Taggart 
Dr. lohn B. Hall 


September 
23 rd 

X 943 s 
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EXECUTIVE. OFFICERS 

Walter White * secretary 

Roy Wilkins 

assistant secretary 
“ EDITOR. THE CRISIS 

Thurgood Marshall 

SPECIAL COUNSEL 
Milton R. Konvitz 
'Prentice Thomas 

assistant special counsel 

Daisy E. Lampkin 

FIELD SECRETARY 

Ella J. Baker 

DIRECTOR OF BRANCHES 
Shirley Graham 
Donald Jones 
E. Frederic morrow 

Con leavc in armed services! 
ASSISTANT FIELD SECRETARIES 

Odette Harper 

PUBLICITY ANO PROMOTION 
Leslie S. Perry 
Frank D. Reeves Con leave! 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANTS. 

WASHINGTON BUREAU 


Charleston, W. Va. T. G. Nutter 
Chicago Earl B Dickerson 

Bishop W. J Wails 

Cleveland Hon. Horry E. Davis 

L. Pearl Mitchell 

Dos Moines, la. S. Joe Brown 

Detroit Louis C. Blount 


Falls Village, Conn. Dr William Allan Neilson 
Ithaca, N. Y. Major Robert E. Treman 

Knoxville, Tenn. Dr. William Llovd Imes 
Los Angeles Thomas L. Griffith, Jr. 

Nework, N. J. Grace B. Fenderson 
New York L illian A. Alexander 

Dr. Allan Knight Chalmers 
Marion Cuthbert 
Hon. Hubert T. Delany 
Douglas P. Falconer 
Lewis S. Gannett 
John Hammond 
Rev. John Haynes Holmes 
Hon. Herbert H. Lehman 
Dr O. Clay Maxwell 
Mary White Ovmgton 
Hon. Charles Poletti 
A. Philip Rondolph 
Rev James H. Robinson 
Amy E. Spingarn 
Arthur B. Spinparn 
Dr. Chonmng H. Tobias 
Hon. Charles E. Toney 
Dr. Louis T. Wright 

Northampton, Mass. S. Ralph Harlow 
Oklahoma City Roscoo Dunjee 

Peekskill, N. Y. Alfred Baker Lewis 

Philadelphia Isadore Martin 

Pittsburgh, Po. Homer S. Brown 

Richmond, Va. Dr. J. M. Tinsley 

St. Louis Sidney R. Redmond 

Talladega, Ala. Dr. Buell Gallagher 

Topeka, Kant. Hon Arthur Copper 

Washington William H. Hastie 

Dr. Elizabeth Yates Webb 
Frances Hornet Williams 

NATIONAL LEGAL COMMITTEE 
William H. Hastie, Washington. Chairmon 


Atlanta 

Berkeley, Colif. 


A T. Walden 
Walter A. Gordon 


Charlaifan, W.Vo. T. G. Nutter 


Chicago 
Cincinnati 
Cleveland 
Erie, Pa. 
Jacksonville 
Los Aneeles 
LowUvUle 
Madison, WIs. 
Nashville, Tenn. 
New York 


Pittsburgh 
Toledo, Ohio 
Tulsa, Okla. 
Washington 


Wilmington, Del. 


Irvin C. Mollison 
Theodore M. Berry 
William T. McKnight 
William F. Illig 
S. D. McGill 
Thomas L. Griffith, Jr. 
Charles W. Anderson 
Lloyd Garrison 
Z Alexander Looby 
Donald Crichton 
Morris L. Ernst 
Arthur GarField Hays 
Karl N. Llewellyn 
James Marshall 
Walter Mendelsohn 
Charles H Sfudin 
Homer S Brown 
Jesse S. Heslip 
Amos T. Hall 
Charles H. Houston 
Edward P. Lovett 
W. Robert Minq, Jr. 
James N. Nabrit, Jr. 
Leon A. Ransom 
Louis L--fteddina 
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DeAr Mr. Hoover: 

I enjoyed tremendously that ^aBT'wt^h^you yes- 
terday, though my conscience still bothers me V^it 
about staying so long. \ 

First, let me tell you how grateful I am to \ 
you for the very helpful suggestions you made 
day about my proposed trips to the European and Paci \ 
fio theatres of operation. Especially am X grateful \ 
for your willingness to send a memorandum urging that \ 

I* be permitted to go right up to the battlef routs. .1 

This is going to give much greater authority to my v 

reports. ^ 

I also would be very grateful for any expediting, 
of the FBI report to the War Department on ^ P® r ^ D !in 
seaurity application whioh may be possible— that is pro- 
vided my reputation is good enough. It is my hope 
be able to leave for England as early in November as 

is possible. 

And I hope, also, that I shall be able to V 
demonstrate my appreciation by vertoT^w^e_ missi< oa§\ 
we discussed. On leaving England for North 1 J 

shall arrange, if it is at all possible* to stop^off^x 
for a few days in Lisbon. And when I come beaEr-T am 
going to discuss with you the South American trip, if 
you will permit. | l^> - 

With cordial personal t u i.1 

kbcordsd 7 $ " 

Ever sincerely / 1 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover Jlj® " 

Federal Bureau of Invest!- Secretary . 

gation “ 

Washington, D. C. ft/ 
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September 26, 1S43 


Mr. Waiter White 
Secretary 

National Association for th© 

Advancement of Colored People 
69 Fifth Avenue 
New York 3, Mew York 

Dear Mr. White t 

1 have your letter of b’eptembor 23, 1943, 
and your telegram sent the next day, concerning your 
contemplated trips to the various theaters of war. 

1 assure you I shall be most happy if our discussion 
of the matter proves to have beon of assistance and 
shall look forward to hearing from you on your return. 

You may bo interested to know your poraonal 
security questionnaire was received from the War 
Department on the afternoon of September 24 and was 
cleared on the morning of September 25. 


With kind regards. 


Sincerely yours, 

\ 


Mr. Tolson 

Mr. E. A Tamm_ 

Mr. Clegg 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Glavin 

Mr. Ladd 

Mr. Nichole 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Tracj 

Mr. Carson 

Mr. Harbo 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAIN® 

HERON IS UNCLASSIFIED. 
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WUX NEWYORK NY SEP 24 302P 1943 


y-KtBGAR HOOVER AIL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION HEREIN IS U" r 'i/i33IFIED 


WAR DEPARTMENT INFORMS ME MY PERSONAL SECURITY APPLICATION 
HAS BgEN TRANSMITTED TO DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE. WOULD DEPLY 
APPRECIATE ITS CLEARANCE WITH ATTACHMENT OF YOUR RECOMMENDATION 
WE DISCUSSED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AS WISH LEAVE ABOUT 


NOVEMBER 1. J^AlSlKS AND KINDEST REGARDS 
WALTE&&H I TEfi*. 


340P. 
ft * ^ 


WHITEOK 1. 
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Ur* Valter Thite 
Secretary , National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People 
69 Fifth Avenue 
New fork 3, Mew fork 


Dear Ur • White t 

Tour letter of September 38 has 
juot been received * 

I shall be very glad indeed to 
see you upon your return from, your trip to 
California and before you leave for Europe P 

, Sincerely yours. 
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NATIONAL OFFICERS 

PRESIDENT 

Arthur B. Spingarn 


EXECUTIVE OFFICERS 


CHAIRMAN OF ' 

Or. Lotus T. 


OF THE BOARD 
s T. Wright 


Dr. Lotus T. Wright 

ACTING CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 

Hon. Charles E. Toney 

VICE-PRESIDENTS 

Mary McLeod Bethune 
Nannie H. Burroughs 
Godfrey Lowell Cabot 
Hon. Arthur Capper 
Dr. Walter Gray Crump 
Bishop John A. Gregg 
Rev. John Haynes Holmes 
Hon. Ira W. Jayne 
Rev. A. Clayton Powell 
Gen. Theodore Roosevelt 
Oswald Garrison Villaro 
William Allen White 
treasurer 

Mary White Ovington 


fetfWTIONAL ASSOCIATION FOlWHE 

Advancement qf, colored people 


69 Fifth avenuesymew York, 3, N. Y. 

' TELEPHONE: ALGONQUIN 4-3550 

rncn , rC . ' 

Official Organ: The Crisis 
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Walter White secretary 
ROY yVflLKINS 

S ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
EDITOR. THE CRISIS 

/^Thurgood Marshall 

SPECIAL COUNSEL 

Milton R. Konvitz 
Prentice Thomas 

ASSISTANT SPECIAL COUNSEL 

Daisy E. Lampkin 

FIELD SECRETARY 

Ella J. Baker 

director of branches 
Shirley Graham 
Donald Jones 
E. Frederic Morrow 

Con leave in armed services] 
ASSISTANT FIELD SECRETARIES 

Odette Harper 

publicity and promotion 
Leslie S. Perry 
Frank D. Reeves Con leave] 
administrative assistants. 

WASHINGTON BUREAU 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Atlanta Eugene M. Marlin 

Baltimore Carl Murphy 

Birmingham, Ala. Dr. E. W. Taggart 
Boston Dr. lohn B. Hall 

Charleston, W. Va. T. G. Nutier 
Chicago Earl B. Dicke 



September 

28th 

1943 


Cf nn Ta-aasr .. 


Des Moines, la. 
Detroit 


Earl B. Dickeison s 

Bishop W. J Walls * f.Lr. TTeoee 

Hon. Horry E. Davis [ ^ 

L. Pearl Mitchell P >> G £ r '" In" 
S. Joe Brown ; 

Louis C. Blount < - 


Falls Village, Conn. Dr William Allan Neilson 
Ithaca, N. Y. Major Robert E. Tremon 

Knoxville, Tenn. Dr. William Llovd lines 
Los Angeles Thomas L. Griffith, Jr. 

Newark, N. J. Grace B. Fendorson 

New York Lillian A Alexander 

Dr. Allan Knight Chalmers 
Marion Cuthbert 
Hon. Hubert T. Delany 
Douglas P. Falconer 
Lewis S. Gannett 
John Hammond 
Rev. John Haynes Holmes 
Hon. Herbert H. Lehman 
Dr. O. Clay Maxwell 
Mary White Ovington 
Hon. Charles Poletti 
A. Philip Randolph 
Rev. James H. Robinson 
Amy E. Spingarn 
Arthur B. Spingarn 
Dr. Channing H. Tobias 
Hon. Charles E. Toney 
Dr. Louis T. Wright 

Northampton, Mass. S. Ralph Harlow 
Oklahoma City Roscoe Dunjee 

Peekskiil, N. Y. Alfred Baker Lewis 

Philadelphia Isadora Martin 

Pittsburgh, Pa. Homer S. Brown 

Richmond, Va. Dr. J. M. Tinsley 

St. Louis Sidney R. Redmond 

Talladega, Ala. Dr. Buell Gallagher 

Topeka, Kons. Hon. Arthur Capper 

Washington William H. Hastie 

Dr. Elizabeth Yates Webb 
Frances Harriet Willioms 

NATIONAL LEGAL COMMITTEE 

William H. Hastie, Washington, Chairman 




Dear Mr. 


Hoover: 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DATF RY s/m isy/wP 


It is hard for me to tell you how grateful^/ 
I am for all that you have done to expedite my /Ty( 
clearance and to insure my seeing all that you ana^J 
I think I should see."- If it isn’t asking too muchr^ 

I would like very much to come in again to see you 
after I come back from California and before I set 
out for the European theatre. 


Ever sincerely, 





Secretary. fjJ } s 


Atlanfo 

Berkeley, Calif. 


A. T. Walden 
Walter A. Gordon 


Charleston, W.Va. T. G. Nutter 


Pittsburgh 
Toledo, Ohio 
Tulsa, Okla. 
Washington 


Wilmington, Del. 


Irvin C. Mollison 
Theodore M. Berry 
Wililam T. McKnight 
William F. Illig 
S. D. McGill 
Thomas L. Griffith, Jr. 
Charles W. Anderson 
Lloyd Garrison 
Z Alexander Looby 
Donald Crichton 
Morris L. Ernst 
Arthur Garfield Hoy* 
Karl N. Llewellyn 
James Marshall 
Walter Mendelsohn 
Charles H. Studin 
Homer S. Brown 
Jesse S. Heslip 
Amos T. Hall 
Charles H. Houston 
Edward P. Lovett 
W. Robert Ming, Jr. 
James N. Nabrit, Jr. 
Leon A. Ronsom 
Louis L. Redding 


iar. J. Edgar Hoover, Director / 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

United States Department of Justice **&*/> 

Washington, D. C. ^ 
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June 17# 19Ui 




-.'Walter Whit## Secretary 
'jfatior>*l Association for the • 
Advancement of Colored Pedple 
69 Fifth Avenue 
Hew fork# Hew fork 

Dew Hr. White t 


> ( 
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, S^U TCU 

Sll £oatt that 1 also informed you that any ^ 

forward to mi would he brought to the^attexition of Hr. Biddle* 

you to 


Sioce writing you if have been requested by the Attorn* 

- 1 <• t ... xi ^ j MM ♦‘Vlai Q+ afjX flf 


continue tTfurnlah all infarmtion concent the statu, of 
in Detroit but la other areas, *hi.ah 1. brought to your attmi^ion, UI ' 

YOU is th* coure. Of Bay inquiries. I will, of cours*, be appreciati 
»• any data along theM Umi. Tou ®*y be aasured that they in 
turn will b* brought to th. attention of th* Attorney General- 



•f x 


Sincerely yours, 


John Edgar Hoover 
Dirwotor 
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iJtefreral reau of Jrtuestitjation 
ilrriteti States ^Departm^nt of justice 
J®asfjmgton, iEL <31. 

June 16, 1944 


1/v itfmAwmu FOR MR. LADD 


SECURITY DIVISION 
- ROUTING - 


d 3s* Mum ford 

i . Bmvtdn 

I Mr. Calian 

Hr. Carson 

Mr. Cunningham... 

.Mr. Fitch 
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dated May 22 , 1944, directed to me 
idonal Association for the Advancement 


I am attaching hereto a copy of a lette 
by Mr, Walter White, Executive Secretary of th 

of Colored People, You will note Mr, White refers to racial tension in Detroit, and 
urges that this Bureau institute an "exhaustive investigation" relative thereto and more 
particularly, an investigation concerning the source of rumors pertaining to Negroes who 
allegedly desire to cause trouble, ] \ 

y 

I have informed Mr. White that his letter was being forwarded to you for your 
consideration and stated to him that this Bureau does not institute investigations rela- 
tive to rumors or actual racial trouble and tension, of a nature referred to in his 
letter, without your prior authorization. I also expressed a desire that Mr. White fur- 
nish the Bureau any additional information he might receive in this regard, particularly 
any data reflecting pro-Axis or subversive elements agitating or exploiting the situa- 
tion in Detroit. 

ih regard Mr. White’s letter, I would appreciate it if you will furnish 
m® with an expression of \ opinion as to whether any investigation should be made. As you 
knbw, I have in the past supplied you with considerable information in turn furnished 
to this Bureau by informants and other sources concerning racial conditions in Detroit. 


Li- 





Witk regsfd to the rumors referred to in Mr. White's letter, it is recalle 
that under date of April 1, 1944, I forwarded you a memorandum entitled "Racial Con 
tions," referring specifically to rumors ol^Pushing Clubs" in the cities of Harris^drg, 
Pennsylvania, Baltimore, Maryland, Detroit, Michigan, and New York City. Informants 
and other sources of the Bureau were contacted with negative results as far as develop- 
ing any foundation in fact to these rumors. With regard to Detroit, it was found by 
the Detroit Police Department that the rumors, of the "Pushing Clubs" were in most in- 
stances passed along as anecdotes at social functions. The Bureau was advised by the 
Detroit Police Department that their investigations of the rumors met with negative 
results. Furthermore, a person believed to .have been the original source of a conversa- 
tion relative to a "Pushing Club," advised he recalled a conversation in which he did 
discuss the fact that he had been confronted with a number of instances of "pushing" 
the part of Negro shoppers among white shoppers. This original source indicated that 
possibly his conversation may have been misinterpreted and promoted a rumor concernirg 
"Pushing Clubs" which was subsequently relayed by intermediaries to the Detroit Offic~ 
of the Bureau. 

^ TSBfOLOSOR* 

With regard to Mr. White's reference to rumors of a^"D Day for Negroes," 
might be noted that during the month of May the Detroit Office received a number of 
complaints about rumors of pending race riots.. The Detroit Police Department 
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Memorandum for the Attorney General 


Offices of Military and Naval Intelligence also received similar reports. Investiga- 
tion conducted by the Detroit Police Department to determine the source of the rumors 
was conducted and no specific information was received. Military and Naval Intelligence 
in Detroit advised information received by them in this regard was nonspecific and 
without apparent foundation in fact. It has been pointed out, however, in connection 
with the rumors of a possible riot that the National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People in Detroit was at the time contemplating a parade scheduled for March 
28, 1944, in connection with its annual membership drive. This parade wa s to have 
attracted some 5,000 participants. 

Attachment 



NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 
69 Fifth Avenue, New York, 3 N.I. 


May 22, 19U; 


l$y dear Mr* Hoover t * \ , 

I returned today from Detroit where I found a racial tension as alarming 
as that which existed last year at this time preceding the disastrous race riot of 
June 20* Dangerous rumors are being industriously spread, apparently by organized 
effort* Virtually little has been done by either city or state officials to correct 
any of the conditions which led to last year’s riot. It is my measured opinion 
that unless breeders of hate are checked and other corrective action taken it is Q/j 
not only possible but probably that there will be another riot when warm weather cbmtss. 

I therefore take the liberty of urging that the Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion institute an exhaustive investigation as soon as possible and that the Department 
of Justice take appropriate action based upon that investigation, to stem the tide )\ / 
which is running high. 

Specifically, it is recommended that investigation be made o f the sources of 
tRe rumors regarding the so-called^'Bumping Club' 1 and a ’’Negro D Day.” 1 I 

~~ a ‘ | of our Detroit Branch whose offices are located at iih6 

East Warren Avenue (Telephone t Temple 1-3609) has at my request supplied me with the 
following information regarding these two rumors* 

1* Rumors are again circulating throughout Detroit which follow the 
general pattern of those which circulated last year* The most prevalentiV_y 
one, which is most widely circulated among white people is the story 
about the "bumping club". The variations of this rumor all center around 
a Negro maid who either will not work on Tuesday or takes off Thursdays 
to go downtown and bump white people on streetcars, buses, and crowded 
pedestrian traffic. The maid is alleged to have told her employer that r " 
she is a member of the "bumping club". -■ ^ x s r 1 ^ 


2. Rumors about "D" Day coming from School Administrators who in good 
faith have been told that Negro students are circulating among themselves 
statements about "D" Day for Negroes. 7/e have traced this rumor from the 
president of the Teacher’s Federation who got it from one of the attendance 
officers who in turn got it from a principal of a southeastern school in 
the city. This is as far as we have been able to trace the rumor, but to 
date have received no evidence that such an idea is prevalent among Negroes 
themselves. 

I do not need to add that any assistance that we may be able to give in 
running down and checking these rumors will be gladly and freely given to the extent 
of our ability. 

Sincerely yours, 

ALL INFORMATION WWAINJEfLiw 

HEREIN IS UKCIA3SIFIE0 , , , „ 


Secretary 










WILLIAM PENN HOUSE 
Philadelphia 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 
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- from : is*. r. s. a i^:rrd 

SUBJECT: WALTER FRAJJCISWHITE, SECURITY MATTER - C " j . /.A xciE Bl/i 3 

At the request of | | in the Internal Security Division, the ff: — 

files of the State Department were checked concerning the alleged issuance of £; £Sw£: 
a passport to Walter Francis i/Thite of theWtional Association for the Advance- £; “"fl- 
uent of Colored People, the indication being that he was proceeding to P.ussie r!r - Jones ~H 

s ^ 1 ■■ - .r - — - -i * Kr» Quinn Turn 

k I % * Tele, Room 

The passport files reveal that under date of September 24, 1943, subjea%s N °"fcz 
made application for a passport to proceed to the British ' Isles* At this time 0&twy — I 
he advised that he was born in Atlanta, George, on July 1, 1893* and that his permanent 1 , 
address was 409 Edgecomb Avenue, New York City. Passport number 789499 was issued to | 
him on December 24, 1943. Under date of November 29, 1944, the subject mado aoplicatioi 
for revalidation of his passport, stating that he had received an assignment to the 
Commander in Chief , U. S. Pacific Fleet and other war theaters as a correspondent 
for the New York Post. Under date of November 30, 1944, the subject’s passport was re- 
validated for a period of six months, valid for travel to such countries as the bearer 
may desire to travel by reason of his assignment to the Commander in Chief, U. S, 
Pacific Fleet* With reference to his desire to go to other Pepart- 

ment advised that clearance had not as yet been receivedjfnom the^r^DSpaSiefttT’ #X 

’V-Jww* * --X— T3f 0 tfr 

In reviewing the passport file, it was no^ed tha-p, applica- 
tion for revalidation of passport was not cleared through The Tiffin ■>, <c/ji 


SUBJECT: 


WALTER FRANC Ii 


> - 1 DATE*: 12/11/44 

iraiTE, SECURITY MATTES - C ^ J i. f , , 


At the request of 


jin the Internal Security Division, the 


files of the State Department were checked concerning the alleged issuance of 
a passport to Walter Francis i/Thite of theWtional Association for the Advance-’ 
fciaent of Colored People, the indication beihg that he was proceeding to Russis* ; 
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July 24, 1944 



edgment. 


Your letter postmarked July 5, 1944, is before me for acknowl- 


I have carefully noted the content of your communication and 
wish to thank you for bringing the information contained therein to my 
attention. . 

Should you obtain any information which you believe to be of 
interest to this Bureau, I want you to feel free to communicate directly 
with the Special Agent in Charge of our Newark Field Division which is 
located at 1836 Raymond-Commerce Building, Newark 2, New Jersey. 

• Sincerely yours. 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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HEREIN IS UFI'H A3SIHEET;" ^”““ r “" 

DATE— WiLMS&lcMVt' W* 

— „ ^iTATIONAL AsaflfflmoR 


BJECT: WALTER WHITE, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY OF TH) 

FOR ADVA NCEMEN T OF COLORED PEOPLE 

T thought you would be interested in knowing that , XTV ^-r 
Negro Co^t 8 newspaper for October 26, ' 

r-it.wi that. Walter White has begun wri ting J^y^catg 

papers. £, . , 

• . iu it r>o«Tki a i « Voice N his column will appear in the New 

York "H .TKJ-IS. So ^ W - ^ebpbta, "Bulletin,^ 

the Akron, Ohio "Beacon Journal" and the Detroit Free Pre 
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I\ T ew Bleach o. 
Turns Black 
Skins White 

j NEW YORK, Aug. 16 (INS) — 
Walter White reported yesterday 
that scientists have discovered a 
chemical that can change- the 
color of skin from black to white. 

He identified the chemical as 
| monobenzyl ether of hydroquinone. 

White, secretary of the National 
Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People, in a magazine 
I article said if the chemical is 
I made available at moderate cost 
"the racial, ■.social, economic and 
political consequence would be 
tremendous.” 



Racial Prejudice Fading in Japa 


BY WALTER WHITE. 

Secretary, National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 

TOKYO — One of the most fascinating experiences in revis- 
iting war zones is that of measuring the extent of survival of 
racial prejudices or of democratic practices initiated by Ameri- 
can soldiers during the fighting. 

Here and there one encounters residual remains of fan- 
tastic myths about Negroes — for example, the one that all 
colored people have tails or that Negroes in the United 
States occupy virtually the same status as untouchables 
once did in India. 

But one finds far more frequently that the deliberate 
efforts a minority of white Americans made during the war 
to create difficulties for colored ones have 
either been totally forgotten or have resulted 
in a materially increased sympathy for Negro ft 
occupation troops. This is especially true § 
among those who themselves have been the 
targets of color prejudice. 

For example, we talked with a brilliant 
and charming graduate of Wellesley College 
who had undergone considerable persecution 
, from her fellow-Japanese during the war be- 
cause of her outspoken pro-American views. 

“The thing which hurt most and proved to be 
one of the most valuable aids to the war lords 
in whipping up hatred of the United States White 

was Americans calling us ‘yellow . . .’ ”, she told us. “We knew 
the Germans weren’t being called ‘white . . .’ and we couldnjt 
convince the people we talked to that the United States wasn’t 
as evil as Japanese propagandists said when we were attacked 
because of our color.” 

IT IS A PLEASURE to report that we found here a re- 
markable absence of friction or prejudice between white and, 
Negro troops or civilian occupation personnel although a very 
high percentage of Americans here are from the deep South. 

Seven out of ten soldiers who stood in line in front of 
me at the PX window where Americans can purchase yen 
or military scrip spoke in accents redolent of Mississippi 

•/* t/fyy 
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or other deep South states, which seems to be about the 
average of sectional origins of occupation personnel. 

Despite this fact, according to Maj. Gen. Doyle O. Hickey, 
deputy chief of staff of the Far East Command, himself a 
Mississippian, there has been only one minor instance of fric- 
tion between whites and Negroes in Japan the last six months. 

• 

THIS IS TRUE in spite of and possibly because of the new 
army policy of racial integration. It appears that only a be- 
ginning of compliance with the armed services’ order to wipe 
out segregation has as yet been made here in Japan. 

I discussed this briefly at luncheon with Gen. Mac- 
Arthur whose views on the necessity and practicability 
of abolishing racial discrimination in the armed forces 
seem to have grown materially since we last discussed the 
subject in 1945 during the battle of Manila. 

But it is obvious that the use of racial friction in the 
United States by both Russia and Britain to create distrust 
of Americans in Asia has made Gen. MacArthur acutely aware 
of the problem. 

• 

THIS AWARENESS seemed to underlie much of his alarm 
over the worsening of the situation in Asia, especially in China. 

“Even if Chiang Kai-shek had been the devil incarnate, 
we should have backed him to the limit as we should back 
every anti-Communist,” MacArthur told us. He added 
that the race question plagues and complicates every 
phase of American diplomatic and military policy in the 
Far East. 

That his concern is abundantly justified is to be seen on 
every hand here by the frequency of the questions asked of 
the two Negro members of the ’round the world Town Meet- 
ing seminar. 

The questioners seem to find it almost impossible to under- 
stand why or how Negro Americans can continue to have 
faith in a country which does nothing, apparently, to stop 
lynching and discrimination, which is about all they hear about 
Negroes in the United States. 
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FROM COLUMNIST WHITE: 


Some Advice to GOP Rebuilders 


BY WALTER WHITE 

Secretary, Natlonul Association for the Advancement of Colored People 

OMAHA— Guy Gabrielson of the Republican National 
Committee did not include me among the 16,000 Americans 
of whom he asked advice on what needs to be done to stop the 
GOP from passing totally from the American scene. 

But as a passionate advocate of the two-party system 
I want to share with him (and you) a few observations 
, made in the last six weeks in Arizona, Cal ifornia , Oregon, 
Washington, Wisconjmr^mneso ta, IllinmSj ^ Nebraska, 
Ohio, MichiganantTNew York. 

Thirty years of experience in the battle for human rights 
have convinced me that democracy, especially for minorities, 
can survive only when there are at least two 
political parties reasonably equal in strength. I 
Unbroken rule from 1920 to 1932 was good : 
neither for the nation nor the Republican & 

Party since it bred belief that the GOP was 
invincible. It is equally dangerous for Demo- 
crats to believe that they cannot be beaten; 
it is tragic for the opposition party to be 
largely responsible by its inability to formu- 
late a program which could bring it victory. 

An economics professor in a Midwestern 
state university told me an experience which 
illustrates the need of more realistic think- 
ing by Republicans. He' attended a meeting White 

of the city’s top 15 business men who talked heatedly against 
“outside” control of the town’s affairs and Democrats ruining 
the nation through concentration of power in Washington. 
Free enterprise and local control must be preserved, they 
argued, or else. 

• 

IT OCCURRED TO THE professor to see how “local” the 
group was. Thirteen of the 15 were local representatives of 
New ‘York, Detroit, Akron and Philadelphia corporations. Of 
the other two whom he classified as local, one had recently re- 
i modeled his department store at a cost of three million dollars, 
i most of which he had borrowed from a New York bank. At 
I least so far as that town is concerned centralization of power 
I had been started long before the advent of the New Deal or 
| the Fair Deal. 

I Senator Bricker’s proposal to legalize the “affair” 
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which conservative Republicans and Dixiecrats have been 
carrying on so scandalously these past dozen years hit the 
headlines the day I talked with a group of western business 
men. They wanted to know what needed to be done to win 
back to the GOP the Negro vote, especially in the 17 states 
with 281 electoral votes where that vote is pivotal. 

I suggested as a first step fulfillment of the 1948 Re- — 
publican platform: “Lynching or any other form of mob 
violence anywhere is a disgrace to any civilized nation ... 
we favor the prompt enactment of legislation to end this 
infamy.” “One of the basic principles of this Republic . . . 
equal opportunity to work . . . we favor the enactment 
and just enforcement of such Federal legislation as may 
be necessary . . .” ‘^We favor the abolition of the poll 
tax . . .” “We are opposed to the idea of racial segregation 
in the armed services . . .” 

Senators who worked to translate these solemn pledges into 
legislative reality, Mr. Gabrielson, are today both in disfavor 
and in the minority among Senate Republicans. In their stead 
Republicans -like Senate~Minority Leader Wherry play their 
game so identically with that of the Dixiecrats on racial and 
economic issues that none can draw a discernible line of de- 
marcation between them. 

HONESTLY, MR. GABRIELSON, can you blame thej^egro. 
voters of Illinois, Ohio and Cali fornia who cast the ballots 
which elected Truman instead of Dewey in 1948 for being 
somewhat less than trusting of GOP promises? 

I know a goodly number of them and talk to them in 
C their homes and churches and organization meetings. 

1 They distrust the Dixiecrat wing of the Democratic Party 
j and the slippery Northern Democratic politicians as much 
i as they do men like Senators Wherry and Bricker. 

^ May I suggest you read Henry Lee Moon’s excellent book, 
“Balance of Power,” and an article, “Does the Republican, 
Party Want the Negro Vote?”, by Arnold Aronson and Samuel 
Spiegler in The Crisis for December if you want the facts. 

Give these voters proof that the GOP doesn’t make pledges 
on human rights only to forget them, Mr. Gabrielson, and 
they won’t cast the deciding votes against your party. The 
new session of the 81st Congress will give your party oppor- 
tunity to prove its sincerity when the FEPC is called up. ^ 


NEW ORDER l 


FHA Accused of Discrimination 


BY WALTER WHITE 

Sccrfitnrr. Nntlonnl Association for the Advancement of Colored People \f' 

NEW YORK — A showdown to determine whether Presi- 
dent Truman or the Army and the FHA shall decide what is 
to be done about racial discrimination is imminent and inevit- 
able. More than a year ago the President ordered the Army, 
Navy and Air Force to do something about segregation ol 
Negroes in the defense forces. 

The Navy and Air Force went to work immediately 
and have gone a long way toward racial integration and 
equalizing of opportunity. The Army has stubbornly re- 
fused to budge except 9 in a few token moves. 

Recently Baltimore-born Phillip Pearlman, Solicitor Gen 
eral of the United States, announced on behalf of himself, 
President Truman and Attorney General J. Howard McGrath 
that henceforth no Federal monies shall be 
given through the FHA for construction of 
any housing from which American citizens | 
are barred because of • race, color, creed or 
national origin. No reasonable person can 
question the right of the government to make 
and enforce such a requirement. Funds 
loaned by the FHA and all other government 
agencies are obtained through the taxation 
of all citizens. No tax exemptions have ever 
been given citizens to whom equal benefits 
are denied. Thus the United States Govern- 
ment said through Mr. Pearlman’s order that 
Americans who insist on indulgence of their White 

personal prejudices must pay for that luxury and shall not 
have government assistance in enforcing them. 

* 

MR. PEARLMAN’S STATEMENT was widely praised all 
over the United States. For more than ^10 years a continued 


campaign had been carried on to persuade the FHA to cease 
its flagrantly discriminatory practices which were so brazen 
as to include in its Underwriters’ Manual specific instructions 
to refuse approval of loans to minorities except in segregated 
areas. 

It was not^ until 1941 that continued public pressure forced 
the FHA to remove the discriminatory provision from its Un- 
derwriters’ Manual. But the FHA continued its discrimination 
by recommending inclusion of restrictive covenants in new 
housing developments until the United States Supreme Court 
ruled that no agency of government could enforce such cove- 
nants. 

• 

APPARENTLY IDENTICAL tactics are now being fol- 
owed by the FHA to avoid compliance with the newest order 
to cease and desist from racial discrimination. An anonymous 
FHA spokesman is quoted in an Associated Press story out of 
Washington as saying that "racial segregation in public hous- 
ing projects will be left up to local authorities,” adding as a 
concession to the President’s order and public opinion, “so 
long as equitable provision is made for all races.” 

It is clearly manifest now that neither the FHA nor 
I the United States Army intends to comply with the ex- 
I plicit orders of the President, the Attorney General or the 
Solicitor General if . they can get away with such thumb- 
1 nosing. < 

Commendable though the orders may be, they are meaning- 
less before the ink has dried on them if the executing agencies 
find or devise loopholes or excuses to evade their implementa- 
tion. This kind of action makes it obligatory upon President 
Truman to insist on compliance or resignations. To do other- 
wise would constitute an admission by him of weakness and i 
of inability to lead his own administration. 
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lILh y » .» Mew York 


New York, N. Y. 
Saouary 25 > 1952 


Mr. Hoover: 

When recently being interviewed 
by this office in connection with an ex- 
tortion letter received by him, Walter 
$ White, Executive Secretary of theffifrCT, 
SSs^ery complimentary to the Bureau and 
told the following story: 

He said that he had recently re- 
ceived a telephone call from an executive 
of Hadassah, a Jewish women's organization 
in Philadelphia, who stated that they under- 
stood that Walter White had issued a state- 
ment critical" of the FBI’s activities in 
connection, with the Negro bombings in Florida 
and that White had stated that the FBI was 
not diligent £ and not doing a conscientious 
job in the Florida bombings. 

White said he told this Hadassah 
executive he had not made any such statement 
and that as a matter of fact, the FBI was 
doing an outstanding job in Florida. He 
further told this executive he had been down 
in Florida and had observed the FBI's efforts 
and that they had been working night and day 
in a most conscientio us manner . 
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New York, N. Y. 
January 25* 1952 


Mr. Hoover: 


While being interviewed the other 
day in connection with an extortion letter 
received by him, Walter White, Executive 
Secretary, NAACP* volunte ered the followin g 

information regarding the 

incident at the Stork Club! 


Ac- 


got in touc h with White and told 


White said that, 

is apparently wor ried over this Incident. 
cording to White, P 
attorney 

him that| |would like to shake 

hands and forget; tne inc ident and also wa nted 
to have Walter White ancl | as 

his guests for the evening at the St ork Club . 
White stated he refused €he offer of [~~ 


as long as there was no guarantee that 
no discrimination would be practiced in the 
future at the Stork Club . 


White also said he had received a 
telepho ne call from Walt er Winchell concern- 
ing the | \ incident and that 

Winchell talked to him over the telephone 
two hours and five minutes in a marathon 
tirade. According to White, Winchell stated 
that for twenty-five years he had been a 
close friend of his and of the NAACP and a 
vigorous supporter of their policies but 
that now because of his support of th e Stork 
Club r s action in the I l incl- 

dent that he was being crucified by the NAACP 
and by newspapers like the New York post . 
Winchell said that as a consequence if he 
(Winchell) were to go into Harlem now his 
blood would flow in the streets. 
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White stated that he told Win- 
chell that it was Winchell's privilege to 
admit that he had made a mistake in the 
Stork Club incident. White stated that at 
the end of conversing, Winchell said "You 
probably have recorded this conversation 
and will crucify me further." White replied 
that there were no recording devices in the 
NAACP headquarters and that he had never re- 
corded any telephone conversation, but he 
said to Winchell, "I don’t doubt though that 
you are recording the conversation for your 
own benefit." Winchell hesitated for a 
moment but did not deny White's statement. 
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Mr* Valter White I 

|jx Executive Secretary 
^ National Association for the 

Advancement of Colored People 
20 West l±0th Street 
New York 13, New York 

Dear Mr* White: 


Your letter dated January 2, 1952# 
with an enclosure has been received* 

Your interest in referring a copy 
of this press release to me and your cooperation 
with the Federal Bureau of Investigation in 
this matter are Indeed appreciated* 




Sincerely yours# 


i7. Bfigar 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


ELR:pdw:nc ^ 


NOTE: A copy of Me* White’s letter and a copy of the 

enclosed press release is being furnished to Miami for 
. its information 1 ^ ;•* S 
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Wm~. -Webster Burke - ASAC, Miami 
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EOD: 12-29-41 
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ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 

, Mr. Cl ess 

20 WEST 40TH STREET NEW YORK 18, N. Y. m ^ I 

✓> Mr. Glavm__J 

j U I _ r ' ^ raCy "-^-=»“ 

I ^ ! l -" s ^OS0 Mr Laus^|fe_ 

^ Mr Neaaf .'7.. 
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January 2, 1952 


Dear Mr* Hoover: 

I thought you might be interested in seeing 
the enclosed syndicated column I wrote about the 
Mims, Florida bombing and the job the F. B. I is 
doing. 

At t-.bft i-r rfinusat. I arranged for Messrs^ 

Webb Burke and ! I to talk with | 

despite the fact that her condition was still quite 
critical. I also turned over to them the material 
which I had gathered, believing that they would do a 
better job than anyone else. a 


Cordially, 


Walter 

Executive Secretary == “ ===L_ 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
\ Department of Justice 
« 4 Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Washington, D. C. 
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FROM: Walter Whit^F 

242 Last 6Qth Street 
New York, h.Y. 


4 # 

For release t!q subscribing newspapers, 
Thursday, Ja'nuary 3, 1952 


MIMS, FLORIDA 


8358 


It may be that the background of the' lush, natural beauty of blue 
lakes and sky, of orange trees so studded with golden fruit as almost to 
obliterate the green foliage and of "Millionaires 1 Row" in Winter Park 
makes the bombed home here of Harry T. Moore more incongruous and shock- 
ing than the destruction I witnessed during the war in Europe and Asia, 

Fo,r here is the shambles of the modest dwelling place of a man, now dead, 
and his wife, now lying critically wounded in nearby Sanford, because he 
had dared to speak out and work for enforcement of the law. 

Today I turned over to the F , B, I, the names of three persons who 
allegedly have recently advocated mob action against Mr. Moore. They are 
not the only ones who have voiced resentment against him. Repeatedly 
since August, 1949, he had written to Gov. Fuller E. Warren urging him 
to assign trustworthy persons from the Governor's office instead of 
Sheriff Willis McCall of Lake County to transport Samuel Shepherd and 
Walter Irvin frqjn the state prison at Raiford to Tavares, Lake County 
county seat, for a hearing on a motion for a change of venue in the new 
trial which had been ordered by the U. S. Supreme Court. 

The entire world knows what happened because of Gov. Warren's 
refusal to act as was requested by Mr. Moore. Samuel Shepherd is dead 
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blast of either nitroglycerine or TNT* Explosives experts are convinced 

that dynamite could not have done such destruction. They are also con- 1 

vinced that the crime was painstakingly planned ,' timed for the only 

period of the year when the entire family would be gathered together. 

Mr. Moore traveled constantly for the NAACP . Mrs. Moore is a teacher 

in a rural school near Palm Beach. Both she and Mr. Moore were denied 

renewal of their contracts as teachers in Brevard County because of 

hostility of the school officials to Mr. Moore’s participation in a 

legal campaign against educational inequalities inflicted on Negroes. 

One of the Moore daughters is a secretary in the Department of Labor in 

Washington and the other is a secretary in the public school system of 

Ocala. The bombers waited until the entire family gathered to spend 

Christmas— birthday of the Prince of Peace— together . So shattered is 

no 

the modest cottage that/one knows why one of the Moore daughters and 
Mr. Moore’s 71-year-old mother, who slept in an adjoining room, were 
not also killed. It is obvious that the criminals intended to wipe out 
the entire family. 

Gov. Fuller Warren, irritated by criticisms of the failure of 
the State of Florida to act against bombings here and in Miami, has 
issued daily blasts at this commentator as "a disturber of the peaceful 
relations between the races.” How peaceful those relations have been 


• • 
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These ere samples of the unpunished crimes against Negroes in 
Florida now highlighted by the assassination of Harry Moore and by the 
spreauing of mob violence a 0 ainst Jev>/s, Catholics" and others. v 

To Florida’s credit are the vigor and courage of most of its 
newspapers , especially in the metropolitan areas, in exposing the break- 
down of law and order. Many citizens of the state, Negro and white, are 
shocked and aroused. Hotel men, proprietors of tourist resorts and 
Chambers of Commerce are awakening to the fact that millions of dollars 
may be lost by the unsavory developments here. Already an alarming 
number of cancellations of reservations for the winter tourist season 
have been reported. -Lt is possible that this combination of moral 
indignation and economic interest may result in action. If the energy 
and determination of the F. B. I. can be approximated by Florida law 
enforcement officials, there is hooe that Harry Moore’s tragic and 
violent death may diminish if not put. an end to the violence which ha^> 
become an epidemic here. 
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WALTER KPJHTCISWHITE 
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AU ^ORMATfOaj CONTAINED 

.WHERE 


Born, 1 July 1893, Atlanta, Georgia. 

Educated, Atlanta University; LLD, Howard University. 


Executive Secretary, National Association for Advancement of Colored 
People, 1931 to date; 

Acting Secretary, NAACP, 1929-1930; 

Assistant Secretary, NAACP, 1918-1929; 

Member, Advisory Council for Government of the Virgin Islands, 1935. 
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SUBJECT- 


WALTER FRANCIS WHITE 


Is 

:C5^ 

> uj 

SS 

(/six 

coh- 

^CO 
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DETAILS: 


, White was born on July ly 1893, at Atlanta, Georgia • 

He has been employed on -the staff of the National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People since 1918, and is 
presently employed os Execut ive Secretary of that organization 


Ther e has-been no. Bureauinvestigat ion co nduc ted 
regarding White* He is mentioned numerous times in Bureau 
~files in connection with his work in the NAACP? and has 
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contacted the Bureau frequently regarding civil rights 
matters . He has maintained co rd ial.reAationsm^ 
offi c ials and has ind.i ca &edJha^A^ 


bl 

<#J 


I White appeared as a J 

Speaker, on June 14, 1941), at a meexing sponsored by the 
Maryland Association for Democratic Rights, affiliated with 
the National Emergency Conference for Democratic Rights, 
which organization has been cited by the HCUA as a Communist 
front • He also appeared as a speaker before the Writers 
Congress, a meeting which was sponsored jointly by the 
University of California and the Hollywood Writers Mobilization 
on October 1, 1943 m The Hollywood Writers Mobilization for 
Defense has been cited by the Attorney General as Communist, (&) 

INFORMATION NOT BEING DISSEMINATED : 

The report of Hearings before a Subcommittee of 
the (Committee on Foreign Relations, U. S * Senate, 61st Congress, 
published in 1950, lists one Walter White as a member of the 
Advisory Board of the Film Audiences for Democracy in 1939 , 

(pg, 1499) and a sponsor for the Greater New York Emergency 
Conference on Democratic Rights in 1940 (pg% 1504 ) • 

Both of these organizations have been cited as 
Communist fronts by the Special Committee on Un-American 
Activities, Report, March 29, 1944 , 

This information is not being disseminated because 
the individual listed as Walter White is not further 
identified . ( 121*83278-367X12) 

RECOMMENDATION: 
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CLASSIFICATION PER -CG'A LETTER' ? 
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*11 

ug$Sf§ IS UKCL^SSIHED Wwl 

WHERE S«OWw OMWNlSt 


JwALTER FRA NCIS/TWHITE 


, investigation has bean conducted regarding 

al.sr Francis White. However, the following information 
was located which may be of interest in connection with 
your inquiry. 

_ „ , * report of Hearings before a Subcommittee of 

the Committee on Foreign Relatione, V. S. Senate. 81st 
Congress, published in 1950, page 1535, exhibit 30, 
mentions Walter White, Secretary, National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored People,” as a speaker before an 
open meeting on " Democratic Rights and National Defense " 
on June 14, 1940,^ at Baltimore, Maryland, sponsored by the 
Ua ^ 1( tu d A 8S0 ' Ciai;i ° n for Democratic Rights, affiliated 
with the National emergency Conference for Democratic Rights 

ntnh+B V)i National Emergency Conference for Democratic 
Rights was cited as a Communist front by the Special 
Committee on Un-American Activities, Report, March 29 
1944, pages 48 and 102. (121-23278-267X12. do. 1535 ) * 
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Hr, Valter White 

National Association for the ftf « iMfAnillATiAiii 

4 dyCmcort*nt 0 / tfolorod People ALL Iftr UnMATfQN 

SO West 40 th Street tirnr*n? ir» iirtoi 

New York 1^ 3 New York f ffERCuvi IS L/ * 


«LL IflrORmATfON CONTAINED 

WERE.?] IS U. r,n| ASSIF& . 
BATF. JH/rkt VNsr-tr.JiLS 


Dear Mr. White: MH » t-*W' E Ysr-ftettm* -' 

I have recei ted your very kind letter of Jane 9* 1952 , 
together with the column concerning Canada Lee • 

Jt is very gratifying that you earn fit to write me 
concerning my participation in your new radio program * and I 
would consider it a real privilege to indicate an acceptance 
if it were at all possible . I must explain , however , tftat /or 
the past several years now X have had to decline all such invi- 
tations , and it is necessary due to the greaz number of requests 
received that I be entirely consistent in this regard • You 
will appreciate * I know> from your frequent contacts with us 
that the pressure of V}0'f*k here has been overwhelming , and 
frankly it shows no sign of lessening . 

It goes without saying that all of us herg in the 
Bureau are keenly aware of the danger and the fsrejSbr&le dam- 
age which can result from irresponsible nams-calli ^7 &*d 
vigilante action . 1 know you share my view thU tJgguTry into 

a per3dn f 8 loyalty belongs in the hands of profess tonal inves- 
tigators and that evaluations of the data deve$jpe£ should be 
made by authorities appointed for that purpose ^ 


X trust tha « you will accept my sincere ^egwets and 
I do hope you will appreciate my position . One of* tf&se days 
surely the international tension will lessen so that X can do 
some of the things that X have had to forego 

Your good wishes concerning my health are indeed 
appreciated • 

1 ' * 1 1 v \» ^w , ^ 

J Sincerely yOurs , u** 

»r tr 7 , , , j j *F. Edgar Hoover ■ /* 

cc - New York, with copy ojty^commg*' ^ 
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CfcBLE ADDRESS: NACAPEOPLE. N. Y. 


ATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 
20 WEST 40th STREET, NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 


personal 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 


rr* — 

| 0 r fyn 'j 

June 9, 1952 | 


Mr. Tolsonjf 

3^. 68 oo 

Mr. Nvis^sll 
Mr. E ;V-nont. 
Mr. Clorjg — 

Mr. Glavin 

Mr. Harbc 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Tracy 

Mr. LsuglJiia. 

Mr. Molar 

Tele. Rocaa_i! 
Mr. Hullc-raM 
Miss Gaudy— 


I would like to ha ve you Join me on a broadcast on my new 
radio ^ tP 1 s s'lihpTe^nid^gomewha tdi^^ e 

it combines a discussion with a guest and a brief news analysis. 
The d i ^cussi i Q|iJbe,tween-my-.gue s±^.and..myself-. take s . ten -minute s , 
and itlTasTTTeen remarkable how much can be crowded into such an 
ad lib discussion. \ 


The program originates from- Station WLIB in New York, and 
other stations which have. subscribed to date are WCFL in Chicago, 
KFVYD in Los Angeles ^(;the Warner Brothers station), WWDC in Washing- 
ton, WIP in Philadelphia and WBMS in Boston. The cue s t on mv first 
croc rram was Mrs ^RooseveLt . and fathers who have been recorded are 

* “ O' r j-. — *■ — “LX \\ ' _ - / 

Sena tor Hubert JJmnBjares , 1 F >Aya re 11 Harriraan, 

and Dr . Chan ni.rig Tobias . ^I^am^dping a program vwi th S e na 1 6 r“Russ ej. 1 
on June.13.0 and'^h aVe . invi,jb.e A^^ , N Ae n al^orsZTa ^b^ a nd 
Kef^ve? and Ambassador Chester JBowles to /appear . Mr. Bowles has 

accepted. //// - rl * " "'if \\\ \ 


iV //ipil r A ^ '//|j:|!j'\ % 

What I would like s to discus s wi th -you » J if you are willing to 

do so, is ’ po s s ifr 

wMch^^ gtfn^fff.^ , belonged, to 

an o rgani z a £1 o n/onjijf he ’ Attorney. Ge ne rails .subversiyel. 1 1 at, may. 

, a£ing. ^You know me , well \ enough to know that 
I feel strongly that if a man is guilty in the /slightest degree of 
disloyalty the book should be thrown at him. But I have been dis- 
turbed at theVnianne^ people Alike^' Dr. Charming 

Tobias. and one N or two others have been falsely accused. I feel 
equally disturbed; about the. same situation facing any person irre- 
spective of colorVo .But when Americans who>;have done so much to 
stop communism by fighting for democracy ^ /as has been the case with 
j and Dr. Tobias, . .can be -smeared. by crackpots, the situ- 
ation becomes dangerous to democracy itself. 


Lou Ni chols and I have discussed this several times. But as 
bo th Ire^hml l E Bay w^expXaili^ b 6 " ' 

given the FBI the authority to clear a person if his record is clear. b?c 
Here Ts" a s yndioabe^ wrdte.3i^^^ Cahada Lee . 

It would have" been enormously useful, in my opinion, to have used 
the talents of an earnest and sincere person like Canada Lee to 
offset the effect of men like Paul Robeson. _ 
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June 9, 1952 


Knowing how busy you are f i I co u ld come ^to . Washlng,ton ,a t 
your convenience and record t he program,, t he r,e . Pleaselet me 
know if you are willing to do such a program. 


I was delighted t o h&ar f^_om,-LQU^-the^o-the.r^day„_that you are 
now in pe rfeHIT healths a g&i n • 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigations 

Washington,, D. C. 

WWj | 

Enclosure 
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FROM: Walter White 

242 East 68th Street 
New York, New York 

Canada Lee 1 s obituaries were lengthy end effusive— so laudatory,, in fact, that 
the generous and gentle actor would be startled by them in light of the privation he 
experienced during the last few months of his life. It is certain he would read them 
with a bitter smile reflecting that he might have earned mopey enough for the rest 
and medical treatment he needed to save hie life had the newspapers spoken as admir- 
ingly of him during his lifetime as they did when he died. 

They had written, it is true, in glowing terms of Canada Lee's superlative per' 
formance in "Cry, the Beloved Country" in which the spectator through Mr. Lee's great 
acting really lived the role of the Reverend Stephen Kamala. But employment neither 
in Hollywood nor television nor radio materialized as would have been the case of any 
other actor following such ec/static reviews, A whispering campaign was circulated 
among broadcasting and advertising executives that Mr. Lee was "too controversial" 
because he had appeared at benefits for organizations purportedly fighting race pre- 
judice which subsequently had been placed on the Attorney General’s subversive list. 

Never one to take attack or innuendo lying down,. Mr. Lee called a press con- 
ference in 1949 "to put the record straight". In that rich and eloquent voice of his 
he declared passionately and angrily, "I am not a Communist or a Joiner of any kind, 
never have been and never will he. Call me a Communist and you call all Negroes Com- 
munist who cry out against injustice." Dutifully same of the press reported his 
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